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One of the most famous captivity accounts during the English-Indian era is that of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, where she gives an account of how she was captured by the Indians for eleven weeks, and how she progressed ethically and spiritually during captivity. She gives an account of how she lost her child, family, and friends, as well as the horrific living conditions while at the same time maintaining a strong faith in God. She also shows how she learned how to tolerate Indians; with her attitude towards them changing the more she interacted with them. At first in the account, she is shocked about the actions and lifestyles of Indians even though time suppresses her dependence on the Indians for survival. She increasingly admires the ability of the Indians to survive in the wilderness with limited resources towards her captivity. As time goes on, she is forced to balance between the views that they are the enemy, and also of the fact that they have efficient means of surviving the harshest conditions in the wilderness. Her encounter with the Indians as a captive also forces her to question her past experiences and actions. However, none of this causes her to change her ideas in any way.

Rowlandson's account is significant in many ways. It touches on two of the most important themes that affected women during that time, religion and the role of women in society. Throughout the account, she continuously refers to the Bible mainly when supporting actions, forcing one to consider how captivity as a form of religious pilgrimage. However, her writings were not unique during that time believing that many women frequently wrote about themes that affected their lives due to lack of public voice. Her references to Christianity starts when she is describing a situation during her capture where she wrote about "several houses were burning, and the smoke ascending to heaven." The role of religion in her life is evident throughout the text where she uses the Bible as a platform to judge the behavior of those who she criticizes. To her, there is only one behavior to exhibit, the biblical behavior. In her writing, she also acknowledges the importance of observing the Sabbath day. There is one instance where she is forced to walk during Sabbath, only to be threatened with harm for refusing to comply. Sabbath was important not only for her, for but also for the Puritan society, and would have given Rowlandson a better opportunity for comparison between serving God and serving the society. Writing about her behavior also helps to gain sympathy from the audience.

Her behavior in the account also indicates her beliefs about her role as a woman, as well as that of other women of her time in society. She continuously meditates about children and issues affecting them throughout her writing, helping the audience to notice her beliefs about her feminine role. She is caring, and this is evident in how she takes care of Sarah to a point where she changes her views about the dead (Rowlandson, 2018). Previously, she could not have entertained the thought of spending the night next to a dead person. But now that it involved a person she loves so much, Sarah, she no longer minds sleeping next to her 'dead babe' the whole night. The reader immediately senses a feeling of distress in her writing when she contemplates about escaping death, while simultaneously thinking that escaping death is probably not a good option because God could be willing for her to die in captivity. This is quite contrary to Joslin's account, another woman that Rowlandson writes about. Joslin had tried to beg the Indians to let her go, to escape the possibility of dying in captivity, only for the Indians to beat her and her child to the ground. The comparison acts in Rowlandson's favor because she is seen as a woman who succumbs to the will of God and allows herself to be martyred instead of succumbing to the internal desire of safety from harm. In short, she refuses to surrender to her distress at that time, thereby allowing her more opportunities to develop her feminist character and personality. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another interesting observation of the account concerns how Rowlandson struggles to make a balance between living within the rules of Christianity without losing her feminine nature. For example, to survive, she started trading, an activity that was not permissible on Christian women at her time. However, she decided to trade on simple items that were knitted or made by hands. These are objects that were made by women during that time, and therefore, engaging with them was a way of attempting to preserve her femininity while at the same time earning a living. She also proved to be a strong woman regarding character considering that most women during that time did not do believe they could survive without men. She was able to accomplish this feat while at the same time maintaining her femininity.

In general, this account is essential because it helps one to understand the Puritan society, while at the same time gaining a more in-depth understanding on how women such as Rowlandson struggled with its principles during the most challenging moments in their lives. If she had decided to return to the Puritan community as a different individual, her society would have chastised her and was probably refuse to accept her back. By writing this account, she helps the audience to make a connection between one of the biggest human struggles, maintaining a balance between societal and spirituality demands.
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